CO 

o' 


J 


486 


tr ARMADA. 

thb 

^ disputed ndS^ 

A million <£^1« «£“j££ accord 

Thy s P irlt " ° these ponderous keels 

, Tnhappy l“ d ! Bef0 i thine ancient glory reels ; 
tt ith thunders cha'Se ' ing with affright, 

The very earth stan ^ a ^*as t er at the sight, 

And all free h ' ar a w ith sorrowing shame 
A „d noble souls a « f ^ ^ ancie „, fame. 

Th’ impending 

, .-frhin 0 ' from on high, 

But God "'^fon’Jazoned'ensigns wave 
Saw thy foes ho w j t hout a sigh 

“ ShaH ! »” ^jbionTo a certain grave, 

Mine own dea , heroic stock 

Witness the fal1 ° , jke a wa il of rock, 

Set eSion from this rolling sphere 
Of*eone dam ’gainst Tyranny s career ? 

- Never,” he cried, “ this cradle of the 1 fee, __ 

This home of manly valour shall go ow 
*Th’ Almighty breathed, and over every sea, 

^ :„A 4-U* Armarta’q mipht Was StfOWn. 



niemoration of her^victorv 6 whicl1 Q Ueen Elizabeth caused to be struck t 
inscription, Afflavit Dens ^etdissipatP** 11 }* * ^ eet ^ ounc ^ er * n S * n a storm * anc * ^ ‘ 


A Dull Child. 


Why? 


How many parents know the meaning „<• .u 
Hypermetropia ” ? h f the word 

Probably few though this can scarcely be a subject for 
surprise, since I believe that the particular infirmity which i 
desmbed by thts Greek word is one which has only recently 
become familiar even to medical men. y 

Yet it is possible that this word, or that which is understood 
by it, may prove of the greatest interest to many a parent of 
the deepest import to many a child. 

There are, happily, many families in which the parents may 
with just pride declare that all their children arc exactly as 
they would have them to be ; that their mental and physical 
powers are alike vigorous and fully developed ; that, so far as 
man can foresee, proper and sufficient exercise of body and 
mind will bring forth certain fruit ; and that the instructor’s task 
will be easy and pleasant. 

But here and there we come across a household in which it 
is tacitly admitted that, while the above gratifying description 
applies generally, it must be slightly modified with regard to 
this or that particular child, who, either in bodily vigour or in 
elasticity of mind, is not quite on a par with his brothers and 
sisters, and who, no matter what may be the desire to treat all 
the children alike, obviously requires special attention. 

In the majority of cases, probably, the inferiority of one 
child in a family is due to physical causes which are easily 
understood, and which may either be remediable by proper 
treatment, or must be frankly acknowledged and accepted 

accordingly. . . 

But with physical remedies for ailments in t emseves 

clearly physical we are not now concerned. 

I wish rather to invite the attention of those parents wh , 
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atching, have unwillingly 

" ld ;r y 

r^n“"n mental capacity fro. the 

not quite easily hers in the same family, 

rest i thus of one differing tr° t o recognise the 

-d a„d fond brighter brethren, 

d ficiencies of one backwan d c unsuspicious of any 

while he niight /em^n prO chjid compared d.rectly 

failing whatever in an ) ' . 

of imagining cases let me descnbe one winch 

has come under mv own ° b * e ™ of eight years old, of a slight 
The child I speak o observer as more fragile than 

build, and apt to str J f his h air, and the delicacy 

he actually is, owing to the fairness 

of his skin. js bdow the aver age weight 

While of no rmal^h £ ■ no ^ what could bc called 

E he’r^cctly heafthy, and not easily fatigued by 

out-door exercise. . 

I mention these details merely to show that there is nothing 

specially deficient in his bodily powers ; but in his capacity for 
apprehension, concentration of thought, and ability to learn, 
he undoubtedly presents a strong contrast to his brothers and 
sister. 

While to them learning was easy and pleasant, to him it 
was laborious and weary ; the subjects which interested them 
would by him be quite unheeded ; while some utterly trivial 
incident would from time to time be evidently regarded as of 
the highest importance. 

Now, the mere fact that lessons were more distasteful to 

him than to his brethren, and that his aptitude for learning 

was duller, would of itself have suggested nothing beyond the 

reflection that some people arc quick while others are slow ; that 

tie intelligence of one child, even without pressure, will develop 

i . ^ ’ W .* ^ ^ be m ' nd of a second will refuse to expand until a 

later period in life. ^ 

dormant ^ that the child whose mind has lain 

with a fuller^ Cailler years bas the best of it, and starts 
fuller reservoir of menu, powcr when tbe time for 


A DULL child. 


comparative 'duhes^co qUeSt ' 0n 
. "ess, comparative 

n no ground f or 
a certain 


exercising its faculties does arrive, 
had shown nothing but 
inability to learn, there would have 
uneasiness; but he displayed also 
inability to appreciate the proportion" of' T'" VaCU ' ty and 
mere repose of latent intelligence did n f thlngs > whic h the 
his youthful age to excuse. He laboured ° a i Seem j to i ustif y, or 
with regard to enunciation, being unable to dlfficulties 
sounds at all, and rendering otters „ , Pr °"° l " ,Ce 

himself. g fS ln a wa y Peculiar to 

CX 7 Cn “ of a 

the upper part of the nose which would accoiTZoStrtte 
imperfection of speech and for the little cloud which seemed 
dimly to interfere with the full scope of his mental vision 

He was accordingly taken to an eminent surgeon' whose 
speciality lies in diseases of the eye, ear, and throat; and his 
father, who accompanied him, fully expected, on the strength 
of a previous conversation with the surgeon— in the absence* of 
the boy that a painful operation might be necessary. 

However, after careful examination of the patient, the 
surgeon declared that he found nothing to suggest that such a 
step should be taken. A strong light thrown into the mouth 
revealed a palate of extraordinary height, which fully accounted 
for the difficulties of articulation. 

This defect, the surgeon explained, could be remedied by 
artificial means, but he recommended leaving it to nature and 
time to cure. An examination of the nose betrayed no such 
obstruction as had been suggested, and after a long and patient 
investigation the verdict virtually was that there was nothing 
which visibly accounted for the boy’s dulness and far-away 
manner, and that doubtless time and care would eventually 
find a remedy. 

No doubt this verdict seemed rather flat, helpless, and dis- 
appointing ; but before the words were well spoken, the surgeon 
added : “ As he is here, we may as well look at his eyes, t oug i 

no complaint is made about them.” . 

Accordingly the room was darkened, an^ scarce y^ 
surgeon got his glass to bear well i y ^ d oses 

exposed to a strong light, than to all m 
he cried : “ fvprjKa." 
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— r^Ti *•" sSTJl 

Now, ‘ am ,ife terX .'hat "'^f^led to account for the 
^ a,i VSr P»“‘ swh ° „ y to expla* 11 in common-place 
benefit of . ji d j e t tne Y an jng to be. _ 
dulness of a understood his , fan d the extremity of the 
language what I q{ the e ye itsel jn which the rays 

Between th ted is a ce P of it are collected 

cavity in thecye by objects mi 

cast on the ie instantaneously and 

cases this opera . focus so mad e no less 
unconsciously vgjg mind the mental photograph 

^XTttatchTsseen back of the eye and the 

But the distance betu d jfif e rent people, and in 

extreme limit of "* ***, 

the case of the boy undci not sufficient room for 

It followed, Lm a true focus in a natural 

the rays at the back o > required the boy was 

ma „„er; and m f but still not less obliged-by 

obliged— unconscmu y ^ contraction as wo uld 

*”*“* ^ in which the 

And not until this mechanical effort had been made, and an 
elongation of the ray-space forcibly effected, could the clear 
focus of the object seen by the eye be transmitted to the mind. 

It was not, then, that the boy was short-sighted ; on the 
contrary, his distant vision is remarkably good. It was not that 
he could not see an object close to him as well as another. 

In reading, for instance, his eye could see the letter A 
without difficulty, but to convey the image of the letter so seen 
by his external eye to the eye of his mind he would have to go 
through the exhausting physical process described above, a 
process from which his more highly extolled brothers and 
sister are entirely relieved. 

I think I understood the surgeon to say that the additional 
labour and friction thus involved meant that this boy must ti> 
t ree times as hard, or three times as long, to apprehend a gb e11 
ing as is necessary for his more fortunate brethren, who do not 
suffer from “ hypermetropia.” 

Is there, then a ™ — j.. r , n 


‘i'll 

ordered mild spectacles, of a power which h a 
worn during lessons and when reading ,„,i l determin ed, to be 
No need for the spectacles to see a bird’ ^ times 0 nl y- 
was necessary to bring eye and mind serin , 1 but when it 
then they were to be put on. U y lnto P art nership, 

Well, seven months have elan^A 
given, and it has been scrupulously carried out S ' mple Was 
We do not look for miracles, nor for a nerfeci r • , 
year ; but it seems not premature to assert that thT f * 
has already been most remarkable g0od efrcct 

I arents, friends, and schoolmaster all 

^^"so^s^e noTc ^ added ' b<V " 

Lessons are no longer a terror ; sums, including mental 

arithmetic, make good progress; reading is a pleasufe. An 

above all, the air of vacuity is apparently passing away, and an 

interest can be awakened on many subjects which formerly 

seemed quite beyond reach. 7 


I am most anxious not to exaggerate the results of what is, 
after all, only half a year’s experience; but a change there 
certainly is, and I am glad to offer the benefit of my experience, 
short though it be, to those who, with the best of intentions, may 
be inclined to whip a boy for “stupidity,” when possibly a’ pair 
of spectacles would answer better than a cane. 


June 5th, i8go. 


A Parent. 




